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Glen Urquhart High School

S3 Week of Work 2016/17 Review
Pupil Focus Group

3rd April 2017

Questions:
1. What activity/speaker did you find the most effective and why?

Pupils found the forces and the architect interesting as they were fun, interactive and hands on. The forces were very enthusiastic and clearly enjoyed what they were doing. The offsite visit was at a good time to break the week up. The Eastgate behind the scenes tour was very interesting but pupils thought they didn’t learn a lot about the variety of jobs on offer in such establishments. The pupils thought the STEM workshops were not interesting but mainly because of the specific topics covered.
2. Which did you find least effective and why?

Pupils found the vets presentation extremely boring. They commented that the content of the presentation was interesting but the delivery was poor.  Monotonous, moto-tone, and lack of interaction. Pupils felt that a visit to a veterinary practice would have been more beneficial as it would be in context. The different roles available within a veterinary practice did not come across. 

Pupils also thought the beautician presentation was over too soon. There was not enough context and it needed an interactive activity.
3. Did this week (and Careers Fair) open your eyes to different types of careers available to you?
Pupils thought that the vet who attended the careers fair was better than the lady who delivered the presentation. Pupils were undecided whether the week of work opened their eyes to the different types of career opportunities available. They felt that the week wasn’t as good for pupils who already know what career path they wish to take. Pupils thought that the careers fair was helpful as they could choose what companies to speak to/ investigate further. Pupils felt that the week could have been filtered down to only two or three days should they have the opportunity to choose what activities and presentations to take part in. They expressed that speakers did not talk about other roles available within their industries. Pupils felt that one on one discussions were more helpful which could be had at the careers fair.
4. Has this week helped you to make subject choices?
One student said that the STEM workshop helped them make the decision to take science. Others commented that the week itself didn’t help but the careers fair did. Some students already knew what subjects they were going to take. Pupils felt that the presenters didn’t talk about specific subjects or grades required in order to do specific roles within their industries. In summary one third felt the week helped with subject choices however two thirds felt it did not as they already knew what subjects they wanted to choose.
5. Did the Tree of Knowledge speaker tie in well with the ‘work theme’?

Pupils felt that the Tree of Knowledge speaker did tie in well with the work theme. They felt the session was fun and highlighted that the theme of ‘positive mind set’ and ‘determination and effort’ came across. Pupils however were confused about what the session was initial about/how it related to them and felt it would have benefitted from a short introduction. 
6. What elements of the week were most effective? 

Pupils found hands on and active activities the most effective. They felt sitting was tiresome. Site visits were good as they were getting shown instead of told but pupils did say that it depended on the job.
7. Least effective?

Pupils felt that sitting and listening to power points for a whole period. They found the information quite repetitive especially that about wages and apprenticeships. Pupils enjoyed those presentations with a break in between with a hands on activity. They said that a change of style would be best or a break would be acceptable as long as the presentation was not longer than one period.
8. Please summarise your overall thoughts, including anything we missed.
Pupils felt the week was really good but the overall thought was that the careers fair was more worthwhile than the Week of Work. Pupils especially liked that they could interact with potential employers one to one. A pupil commented that the week didn’t help them but they could see how it would benefit others especially those who don’t know their career path. Pupils felt the careers fair and week of work tied together nicely and that the structure of the week was good. The pop up café pupils thought was fun and they thoroughly enjoyed it. Pupils found it difficult to think of/ask questions especially or those presentations that pupils may not have had an interest in. Pupils thought that they would have benefited from staying at the forestry instead of coming back to school for lunch as it was too much walking. Pupils suggested taking a packed lunch and taking groups of those needing toilet facilities back in small groups. Pupils also suggested using Abriachan forest/facilities instead of the local woods as it may be more convenient. 

Mock interviews – not all groups found out who won- pupils would have liked to know this. Pupils didn’t like the idea of their peers watching the individual interviews as they felt it would be too much pressure and they worried that their fellow pupils would copy answers which would make it unfair. They also felt that they needed more time to prepare for the interviews and more time to work on their booklets. Two weeks before the event the pupils felt would be a good time to start work on them in PSE class time. It was questioned that this would take away the time pressure which is not necessarily a good thing from a teacher’s perspective. 

Suggestions for companies to attend: NHS, Primary teacher (not a teacher related to the school), Lawyer, better vet. 
